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Purpose of Meeting 
  

To discuss the concept of establishing a branch library in Southern Shores; to gauge the interest of Southern 

Shores residents in pursuing the idea; and, if sufficient positive interest, to initiate next steps in the process. 
  

Background 
 

Wayne Barry, a Kitty Hawk resident, suggested to me last summer that it might be beneficial to open a branch 

library in Southern Shores to conveniently serve the populations of Duck, Southern Shores, Martinôs Point and 

Kitty Hawk.  Mr. Barry further suggested a possible location in vacant retail space at the Marketplace or the 

commercially zoned portion of Juniper Trail.  

  

During the following months, I spoke informally with the town managers of Duck, Southern Shores, and Kitty 

Hawk to float the idea. I also talked to Rob Ross, the Dare County Commissioner who is a representative on the 

East Albemarle Regional Library Board.   

 

These preliminary discussions led to a meeting with Jonathan Wark of the East Albemarle Regional Library 

System, at which time the idea began to be fleshed out.  Mr. Warkôs comments included that: 

 

1.  Such a branch would be funded by Dare County; 

2. An in-kind contribution of land would help if the library were to be built from scratch; 

3. Demographics, survey results, resident interest, etc. helps in decision making; and  

4. Libraries do best when located in conjunction with other high traffic areas. 

 

After this meeting, I decided to plan a public meeting to gauge the degree of community interest in this idea. In 

preparation, I met with Bobby Outten, the Dare County Manager. Because the county would be the entity 

funding a branch library, this is where the tough questions began.  Arenôt we close enough to the Kill Devil 

Hills library?  Do the demographics warrant this?  Do people even use libraries anymore?  How much would it 

cost?  They are tough and direct questions that must be answered. 

 

Itôs worth mentioning that libraries in Dare County are a part of the East Albermarle Regional Library System, 

which includes facilities in Dare, Currituck, Pasquotank, and Camden counties.  This means that if any one 

library doesnôt have a book youôre looking for, you can request that it be brought in from any other library 

within the system.  

  

Form Follows Function  
 

The form of a new branch library would be based on the function it would serve.  A new, large, freestanding 

facility, with associated parking and other infrastructure required, would likely be a hard sell to the County due 

to potential cost.  As originally envisioned, a smaller, ñsatelliteò facility located in existing rental space would 

probably involve a more reasonable expense. 

 

How would a branch library serve our community?  What is the function of libraries in todayôs society?  A 

library offers many things, including a childrenôs section, books, computer terminals, community gathering 

space for meetings and activities, local and national newspapers and magazines, books on tape, eBooks, cloud 

libraries, DVDs and other forms of music, and more.  



 

Whatôs next 
 

If sufficient positive response is gathered from this meeting and other channels for input, a recommendation 

may be presented to Town Council to form a committee of residents and property owners to further explore the 

concept of a branch library in Southern Shores.  The committee would be comprised of five to seven members 

appointed by council, who would elect their own chairperson and establish their own rules, process, and 

meeting schedule. 

 

It is estimated that the committee would serve for nine to 12 months and give brief progress reports at monthly 

council meetings.  The goals of the committee would be to: 

  

1. Further assess interest in Southern Shores for a branch library; 

2. Explore possible options and relative costs for locating such a facility; 

3. Determine next steps to follow toward implementation of the branch library idea; 

4. Complete any other related tasks deemed necessary by the committee; and 

5. Prepare a written summary of committee efforts and findings to present to Town Council and the public. 

 

Conclusion  

 

This public meeting is the first step toward realizing a branch library for the northern communities of Dare 

County.  Discussions in Southern Shores would hopefully prompt input from Duck and Kitty Hawk (including 

Martinôs Point) as well.  If positive feedback were received across the board, perhaps all of these communities 

could all approach Dare County together in support of the concept. 

 
 

 

 
 

LARGER, FREE STANDING LIBRARY IN KILL DEVIL HILLS  
(typical of most libraries within the East Albermarle Regional Library system. 



 

 

 
 

COROLLA BRANCH LIBRARY  
(smaller facility to serve residents and visitors on the Currituck beaches) 

 

 
 

 

 


