TOWN OF SOUTHERN SHORES

Branch Library Public Meeting T Organizedand Hosted by Councilman Jim Conners

March 15, 2019
(Updated 3/19/19 to include Summary of Meeting)

Purpose of Meeting

To discuss the concept establishinga branch library in Southern Shorésgauge the interest of Southern
Shores residents pursuingtheideg and, if sufficient positive interest, to initiate next steps in the process.

Background

Wayne Barrya Kitty Hawk residentsuggested taelast summethatit might be beneficial to opesmbranch
library in Southern Shordae convenientlyserve the populations of Duck, Southern Shdves,r t i nasl P o i
Kitty Hawk. Mr. Barryfurther suggested possibldocation in vacant retail space at the Marketplacéher
commercially zoned portion of Juniper Trail.

During thefollowing months,| spokeinformally with the town managerd Duck, Southern Shoreand Kitty
Hawk to float the idea.dlsotalked to Rob Ross, the Dare County Commissioner who is a refaiseion the
East Albemarle Regional Library Board.

Thesepreliminary discussionked toa meeting with Jonathan Wark of the East Albemarle Regional Library
System at which timgheidesbegan t o be f | e sommeahtsiacdudethatt Mr . War k6 s

1. Such a branch would be funded by Dare County

2. Anin-kind contributionof land would help ithelibrary were to bébuilt from scratch
3. Demographics, survey results, resident interest, etc. helps in decision naaidng
4. Libraries do best when locateddanjunction with other high traffic areas

After thismeeting | decided to [ana public meeting tgaug the degree of communiiyterest in this idedn
preparationl met withBobby Outtenthe Dare County Manager. Because the county would bentitg
funding a branch library, this is where the tough questions befan.e n &lboseenaighto the Kill Devil
Hills library? Do the demographics warrant thi€& people even use librariaaymor® How much would it
cost? Theyare tough and diregjuestionghat must be answered

| t wiokh mentioning thalibraries in Dare County are a part of the East Albermarle Regional Library System
whichincludes facilities in Dare, Currituck, Pasquotgrdnd Camden countieS.his means that any one

libor ary doesné6ét have a book you dmouwhtinfoma&nyotherlibfagr , vy o
within the system.

Form Follows Function

The form ofa newbranch library would be based on the function it would seAvaew,large, freestanding
facility, with associated parking and other infrastructeguired,would likely be a hard sell to the Courtdye

to potential costAs originally envisioned,a mal | er , fAs at el éxistingrental§pacenvodldi t vy
probably involve a more reasonable expense

How would a branch librargerveour community?What is the function of libréagsi n t oday s soc
library offers many things, includingah i | d r e nbbaks csngutdr erminalscommunity gathering
spacefor meetings and activitiespdal and national newspapers and magazhuesks on tapeeBooks cloud
libraries DVDs andother forms ofmusig and more



What 6s next

If sufficient positive response is gatheffeaim this meetingind otherchanneldor input, a recommendation

may be presented to Town Council to form a committee of residents and property owners to further explore tt
concept of a branch library in Southern Shoréise committee would be comprisedfive to seven members
appointed byouncil whowould elect their own chairperson and establish their own rules, process, and
meeting schedule.

It is estimated that the committee would serve for nine to 12 monthgantrief progresseportsat monthly
council meetings The goalsof the committee would be to:

Further assedaterest in Southern Shores for a branch ligrary

Explore possible optiorsnd relative cost®r locating such a facility

Determinenext stepgo follow towardimplementation of théranch library idea

Completeany dherrelatedtasks deemed necessary by the commitiad

Prepare a written summary of committee effartd findings tgresent tarown Council and the public

arwnE

Conclusion

This public meeting is the first stépwardrealizing a branch librarfor the northern communities of Dare
County. Discussions in Southern Shomgsuld hopefully prompt input fromdbuck and Kitty Hawk(including

Mar t i n GeswelP b positive) feedbackvere received across the board, perhaps all of these communities
couldall approach Dare County togethersupport otthe concept.

LARGER, FREE STANDING LIBRARY IN KILL DEVIL HILLS

(typical of most libraries within the East Albermarle Regional Library system.



COROLLA BRANCH LIBRARY

(smaller facility to serveesidents and visitors on the Currituck beaches)



