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Proclamation 2008-05-01

PROCLAMATION FOR
SEAT BELT AWARENESS MONTH MAY 2008

WHEREAS, in 2006, there were 236,369 reported motor vehicle collisions on North Carolina's highways
that resulted in 1,556 fatalities and 120,070 persons injured according to the North Carolina Department of Motor
Vehicles; and

WHEREAS, unbelted occupants still accounted for 617 or 39.6% of all motor vehicle-related fatalities
(443 drivers and 182 passengers) in 2006 according to the North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina's seat belt use rate is currently at 88.8% according to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration; and

WHEREAS, studies indicate that a person who is unrestrained is ten times more likely to suffer a severe
injury and twenty times more likely to suffer a fatal injury when compared with people who are belted: and

WHEREAS, North Carolina motorists who fail to wear their seat belts have continued to drive up the cost
of the crash tax (crash cost per person) to over $1,100 per person in North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, now all occupants of a motor vehicle including passengers in the back seat are required
by law to buckle up; and

WHEREAS, the month of May marks the 15™ anniversary of "Click It or Ticket" in North Carolina and a
time to remind all citizens of the importance of wearing their seat belts no matter where they sit in a vehicle;

NOW, THEREFORE. 1, Don Smith, Mayor of the Town of Southern Shores, in the State of North
Carolina do hereby proclaim May 2008, as "SEAT BELT AWARENESS MONTH" in North Carolina and I
urge all drivers and passengers to join in this effort to keep our highways safe.
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